
     JERICHO UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
   
 
 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING  MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
6:30 P.M.* THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2002 
 
 
 
*NOTE: The Board went into Executive Session between 6:30 and 8:26 p.m. 
  The open meeting resumed at 8:26 p.m. 
 

Present:        Hilari Cohen    
        Toni Meliambro    
        Ira Checkla    
        Saundra Gumerove-Bernstein   
        Barbara Krieger 
 
 
Also Present:                Henry L. Grishman, Superintendent 
                   Joan L. Colvin 
                   Ben Ciuffo 
                   Anna Hunderfund 
 
 
Visitors:                 List Attached 
 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
II. BOARD ACTIONS 

 
 Motion made by Barbara Krieger and seconded by Saundra Gumerove-Bernstein “That  

the Board of Education approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting dated August 6, 
2002. 

 
 Motion carried, 5,0. 

 
 

III. REPORTS/DISCUSSION 
 
    New Staff Members 
 

Mr. Grishman welcomed all new staff members to the September meeting and indicated that a 
reception in their honor had just taken place. 

 
 
                       Presentation - MS Slide Show from 9-11 
 

 
 
 
 

III. REPORTS/DISCUSSION (continued) 
  



 
Enrollment  

 
 Mr. Grishman reported the current enrollment of 3,125 students.  He indicated that Dr. Ciuffo will 

give a full enrollment report and projections at the October meeting.  
 
 

 Report - Middle School Student Council 
  

     Meira Bernstein, 7th Grader, reported on activities in the Middle School. 
 
 

  Report – High School Student Council 
 

 Adam Katz, President of the Student Council, reported on activities in the High School  
  
 
 Report - PTA Council 
 
 Amy Motschwiller, PTA Council President, indicated that the council had prioritized the following 

issues for the 2002-03 school year: curriculum associates, tenure process, school policy and 
procedures, and special education issues. 

 
 

 Report on Executive Session 
 
Personnel, legal and real estate matters were all discussed in the last Executive Session. 

  
 

   Superintendent’s Report 
 

• Mr. Grishman Congratulated the entire staff on the smooth opening of school for the 2002-03 
year. 

 
• AED’s—During the last school year the school district purchased a defibrillator for each school 

building. New state regulations effective, January 2003, require that the school district have a 
trained operator at all school sponsored activities. The district is in the process of training 
administrators, curriculum associates, and custodial personnel in order to be in compliance by 
January 2003. 

  
• Goals Workshop:  The district will review the District-wide Goals at a workshop on October 28, 

2002.  Letters of invitation are being processed to include parents, students, staff, and 
representatives of PTA, JTA, and the civic associations.  Any one wishing to participate should 
contact the Superintendent’s office. 

 
• BOCES Vote:  The Nassau BOCES is voting on a referendum to purchase property on November 

11, 2002.  The Nassau BOCES has requested the use of the Jericho Union Free School District 
as one of the polling places for this vote.   

 
 Barbara Kreiger made the motion seconded by Ira Checkla to allow the Nassau BOCES to 

use the Jericho Union Free School District for its referendum vote on November 11, 2002. 
 
 Motion Carried: 5-0 

 
 
 
 

III. REPORTS/DISCUSSION (continued) 
 

Superintendent’s Report 



 
• Physics Regents Exam:  Mr. Grishman reported that a number of Nassau County School 

Districts, led by the Rockville Centre District, have protested to NYS about the June and August 
Physics Regents Exams.  Freedom of Information forms have been filed and denied by the State 
of NY.  Mr. Grishman asked the board to join with Rockville Centre and other school districts in 
the pursuit of the FOIL appeal.   Discussion ensued focusing on three areas: participation in the 
law suit, recording of the grades on transcripts, and the determination of the district’s participation 
in the June 2003 Physics Regents exam. The superintendent indicated he would report back to 
the board on these issues and the board adopted the following resolution. 

 
 Hilari Cohen made the motion, seconded by Ira Checkla directing the superintendent to 

participate with other Nassau County school districts in the pursuit of the Foil appeal against 
the State of New York for information pertaining to the June and August 2002 Physics 
Regents Exams; and to provide each student who took the Physics Regents exam with a 
transcript option to include or not include the exam grade in the computation of the average 
for the Physics Regents Course.  The authorization for legal services is not to exceed 
$3,500.   

 
 Motion Carried:  5-0 

 
 

• Support Class - Report Card:  Mr. Grishman announced that he has initiated a review of the 
district’s procedure of recording attendance and effort in support classes on the high school report 
card.  The superintendent is looking for feedback from PTA, SEPTA, JTA, high school staff and 
administration, curriculum associates, parents, students, and support staff.  Discussion ensued 
around the merits and legalities of the procedure as well as the technical aspects of the printing of 
the report cards.  The Superintendent stated that he would report back to the board after the 
review process at the October Board of Education meeting. 

 
• Communication Logs:  In an effort to track and resolve parent and student concerns closest to 

the source, the Superintendent is considering the implementation of an administrative procedure 
requiring administrators to keep a log on concerns raised by parents and/or students.  The 
superintendent is eager to have dialogue with the faculty, the administrators, the parents, and the 
students to determine the direct positive benefits of implementing this procedure.  The 
Superintendent indicated that he would report back to the board after receiving input from the 
constituents. 

 
 
IV. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO BE HEARD 

 
Please Note: Any person wishing to make comments or raise questions shall state their name and address, 
as well as organizational affiliation if your remarks are being made on a group’s behalf.  Public discussion on 
matters relating to staff and students at which their reputation, privacy or rights to due process, or those of 
others could be in some way violated, is prohibited. 

 
If the public wishes to have statements read during meetings included in our board minutes, he/she must 
hand in a written copy of their remarks to the District Clerk, Joan Colvin, immediately before speaking. 

 
Toni Meliambro read a statement indicating her belief in and her support for community input into the school 
district’s decision making process. 

 
 
 
 

IV. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO BE HEARD (continued) 
 
Bettina Finn thanked Toni for her remarks and addressed a concern for the potential perception of grade 
inflation if the district decided to report the June and August Physics Regents grades in an inconsistent 
manner.   Mr. Grishman indicated that there is a state-wide concern about the Physics Regents Exam and 



that other school districts have addressed this issue. He indicated he would review the procedures with high 
school administration, obtain information from other Nassau County school districts, and report back to the 
board of education. 

 
Robin Meyers read a statement in opposition to the district procedure of placing support classes on the high 
school report card. She stated that it is not a child-centered decision to place this information on the report 
card.  Mr. Grishman restated that the procedure is under review and that he would report back to the board of 
education at the October Board of Education meeting. 

 
Joe Lorintz  who has been working with environmental and civic groups to preserve the Underhill property 
spoke to the board and the public about the status of the development of the property.  He thanked Mr. 
Grishman and the board for their support in opposition to the development of this property.  He reiterated the 
importance of the school district position and significant impact of the development of the Underhill Property 
on the school district both financially and educationally.   In July at the Town meeting, Mr. Grishman and 
other members of the community expressed the concerns for the development of more than 260 homes on 
the Underhill property.  Since that time negotiations had occurred between the developer, the land owner, 
and a town board member, Bonnie Eisler to resolve the issues.  Mr. Lorintz indicated that there is a “back 
room” deal to build about 102 units on the Underhill property.  The Society for the Preservation of Underhill is 
in opposition to this new proposal. He is asking for community and board support for the post-card campaign 
in opposition to the development of the Underhill Property.  The board and the superintendent thanked him 
for his tenacious efforts and asked if the post cards could be available at open school night at the high school 
and middle school.  Mr. Lorintz stated that each resident in zip code 11753 will receive three postcards to 
send to the governor and their representatives stating opposition to the development of this land.  His 
purpose for this evening was to inform the board of the status and to ask for support from the school 
community in the continued campaign against the development of the Underhill property. 
 

 Saundra Gumerove-Bernstein made the motion, seconded by Ira Checkla that the 
Jericho Union Free School District is in strong opposition to the most recent proposal for 
the development of 102 homes on the Underhill Property. 

 
Motion carried, 5-0.  

 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 

Sandra Gumerove-Bernstein stepped outside of the meeting area for approximately 10 minutes 
 
 
 

 Revision in 2002-2003 Board Meeting Dates 
 

 Barbara Krieger made the motion, seconded by Ira Checkla “That the Board of Education 
adopt the revised schedule of board meeting dates for the 2002-2003 school year, as 
shown in Enclosure #8.” 

 
NOTE: See Enclosure #8 

 
Motion Carried:  4-0 

 
 
 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS (continued) 
 
 
 Educational Data Services Cooperative Pricing System 

 
 Barbara Krieger made the motion, seconded by Ira Checkla “BE IT RESOLVED, that the 



Board of Education authorizes the Jericho Union Free School District to participate as a 
member district of the Educational Data Services Cooperative pricing system for all major 
supplies as designated in the New York Cooperative bid categories, as shown in 
Enclosure #9.” 

 
NOTE: See Enclosure #9 

 
Motion Carried:  4-0 

 
 
 Acceptance of Donation 

 
 Barbara Krieger made the motion seconded by Toni Maliambro “That the Board of 

Education accept the donation of a lap-top computer for use in the Jericho School 
District, said computer being donated by a District resident.” 

 
Motion Carried:  4-0 

 
 

 Senior Citizens/Disability/Limited Income Exemptions 
 

 Motion made by Toni Meliambro and seconded by Barbara Krieger ”BE IT RESOLVED 
that pursuant to the authority provided by Chapter 201 and 202 of the laws of 2002, 
amended Section 467 and Section 459C of the Real PropertyTax Laws, the Board of 
Education of the Jericho Union Free School District hereby adopts the amendments 
which raise the maximum income for persons sixty-five years of age, for persons with 
disabilities, and for persons with limited income; 
 
All prior resolutions of the Board of Education with respect to minimum income for 
persons over sixty-five years of age, for persons with disabilities, and for persons with 
limited income; 
 
This resolution shall take effect immediately on adoption of the Board of Education of the 
Jericho Union Free School District.” 

 
NOTE: See Enclosure #12 

 
Motion carried: 4-0 

 
 
 Disposing of Obsolete and Broken Computer Equipment 

 
 Motion made by Ira Checkla seconded by Toni Meliambro “BE IT RESOLVED, that the 

Board of Education of the Jericho Union Free School District authorizes 
the District to dispose of obsolete and broken computer equipment as described in  
Enclosure #13.” 

 
NOTE: See Enclosure #13   
Motion carried: 4-0 
 
 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS (continued) 
 

 
Saundra Gumerove-Bernstein returned to the meeting. 

 
 Child Labor 

 



 Toni Meliambro made the motion seconded by Barbara Krieger “BE IT RESOLVED 
THAT the Board of Education adopt the resolution regarding child labor or sweatshop 
labor, as shown in Enclosure #11.” 

 
NOTE: See Enclosure #11 

 
Motion Carried:  4-0-1 Ira Checkla abstained. 

 
 

 
 Auditor’s Report 
 

 Motion made by Barbara Krieger and seconded by Ira Checkla “That the Board of 
Education acknowledges receipt of the report of the school auditor, Pappas & Company 
for the year ending June 30, 2002.” 

 
Motion carried: 5-0 

 
 
   Single Audit Requirement 

 
 Barbara Krieger made the motion seconded by Saundra Gumerove-Bernstein “That the 

Board of Education acknowledges receipt of the report of the school auditor, Pappas & 
Company for the Single Audit Requirements as established in the Standards for Audit 
Governmental Organizational Programs, Activities and Function issued by the U.S. 
General Accounting Office, The Single Audit Act and the provisions of the OMB Circular 
A-13  Audits of State and Local Governments for the year ending June 30, 2002.” 

 
Motion carried: 5,0. 

 
 

VI . PREVIEW FOR FUTURE ACTION 
 
 The Board of Education noted dates listed by administration. 

 
 
 

VII. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 

Approval of Schedules 
 

Barbara Krieger made the motion seconded by Saundra Gumerove-Bernstein “That the Board of Education 
approve the following schedules for appropriate action”. 

 
A-462  Treasurer’s Report 
D-GF-03  General Fund 
D-GF-04  General Fund 
D-GF-05  General Fund 
D-GF-06  General Fund 
D-GF-07  General Fund 
D-GF-08  General Fund 

 
 
VII. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 

 
Approval of Schedules (continued) 

 
D-FF-01  Federal Fund 
D-FF-02  Federal Fund 
D-FF-03  Federal Fund 
D-FF-04  Federal Fund 



D-CF-02  Cafeteria Fund 
D-CF-03  Cafeteria Fund 
D-CF-04  Cafeteria Fund 
D-CF-05  Cafeteria Fund 
D-SA-02  Trust and Agency Fund 
D-SA-03  Trust and Agency Fund 
D-SA-04  Trust and Agency Fund 
K-01  Construction Fund 
K-02  Construction Fund 
D-GF-02  Conference Expense 
D-GF-03  Conference Expense 
D-GF-04  Conference Expense 
D-GF-08  Conference Expense 
E-1248  Award of Bid - Meat & Meat Provisions 
E-1249  Award of Bid - Cafeteria Paper Goods 
G-2215 (rev) Probationary Appointments, Instructional 
G-2258 (rev) Appointments, Extracurricular Coaches 
G-2260 (rev) Appointments, Extracurricular Coaches 
G-2265 (rev) Instructional Inservice Course Participation 
G-2268 (rev) Instructional Inservice Course Participation 
G-2279 (rev) Appointments, Instructional, Intramural Activities 
G-2280 (rev) Appointments, Instructional, Tutorial Services, Secondary 
G-2281 (rev) Appointments, Instructional, Tutorial Services, Elementary 
G-2284  Appointments, Instructional, Substitute Teachers 

Secondary Special Areas and 7-12 
G-2285  Appointments, Instructional, Substitute Teachers, Elementary 
G-2286  Appointments, Instructional, Regular Substitute 
G-2287  Appointments, Instructional, Part Time 
G-2288  Instructional Inservice Course Participation 
G-2289  Probationary Appointments Instructional 
G-2290  Appointments, Instructional, Driver Education 
G-2291 Appointment, Administrative, Probationary   
GG-843  Appointments, Non-instructional 
GG-844  Appointments, Non-instructional, Substitute  
GG-845  Non-instructional Inservice Course Participation 
GG-846  Non-instructional Inservice Course Participation 
H-591  Resignations and Terminations of Employment 
HH-529  Resignations and Terminations of Employment of 

Non-instructional Employees 
I-434  Setting of Salary - Director of Educational Technology    
I-435 Setting of Salary -Assistant Superintendent for Educational Operations and 

Human Resources   
I-436  Setting of Salary -Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction  
I-437  Setting of Salary - Executive Director of Pupil Personnel Services   
I-438  Setting of Salary -Assistant Superintendent for Business Affairs   
K-277  Leave of Absence - Instructional 
KK-51 (rev) Leave of Absence - Instructional 
L-382  Use of School Facilities 
O-457  Services/Consultant 
O-458  Tuition for Special Services in Out of District Schools 
 
 

VII. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
 

Approval of Schedules (continued) 
 
 
S-461 (rev) Educational Programs and Projects 
S-484 (rev) Educational Programs and Projects 
S-495  Educational Programs and Projects 
U-178  Approval of Placements of Children with Special  



Education Needs (see attached) 
 
 
VIII. The meeting adjourned at 10:40 PM. 

 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 
      Joan L. Colvin, Ed.D. 
      District Clerk 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 


